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Editorial to the Farsi Translation of the 4th Edition of ISBER Best Practices

Twenty years ago the term “biobanking” was used infrequently to describe a set of activities relating to
the collection of biological material within a limited scope of actions. However, the creation of high-profile
projects of international significance and with multiple contributors often at very different locations and
contexts, such as the Human Genome Project, brought forward the realization that a set of biobanking
best practices was required that would procure research-ready tissues of high quality, reproducibility, and
comparability.

The International Society for Biological and Environmental Repositories (ISBER) is a the only global society
in biobanking, constituted of professionals from both the public and private sectors, which was created to
advance the field of biobanking and has produced and regularly updated a set of Best Practices for Repos-
itories (1st ed. 2005, 2nd ed. 2008, 3rd ed. 2012). The ISBER Best Practices have been applied in practice
over the past 20 years by many biobanks and institutions and have now been recognized as the premiere
handbook globally in setting up and operating a biobank. They have been discussed extensively as integral
to research and referenced as a cornerstone of operations a few hundred times in international, peer-re-
viewed, academic literature.

The original English version of the ISBER Best Practices 4th edition is translated into different languages
including Chinese, French, Japanese, Korean, Russian and Spanish. All language versions are available on
the ISBER website to download for free at www.isber.org/bestpractices. The 3rd edition had already been
translated to Farsi by Dr. Vahid Haghpanah. The translation of the 4th edition was again coordinated and
arranged by Dr. Vahid Haghpanah and reviewed by the Farsi review group (Sahar Jahangiri, Samaneh Sa-
beri, and Mozhgan Naeini).

This translation is in agreement with the ISBER Standards Committee and with permission from ISBER
Board of Directors. The availability of translations reflects both a growing scientific field and a growing
scientific need internationally. The ISBER Best Practices constitute guidelines that, if applied appropriately
and consistently, should allow organizations to obtain local and national standards and certifications, and
will be the first step toward preparing biobanks for applying international standards.

The ISBER Best Practices provide the unequivocal evidence that as an organization ISBER is not only lis-
tening to its members but also provides them with the tools and evidence-based practices to continue
developing and expanding the biobanking field globally.

Zisis Kozlakidis, PhD, AKC, MBA, FLS; IARC / WHO
Deb Garcia, MPA, ISBER President
Daniel Simeon-Dubach, MD, MHA; Chair, ISBER Standards Committee
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Marble Arch Working Group on International Bi-
obanking. Towards norms for accreditation of bi-
obanks for human health and medical research:
compilation of existing guidelines into an ISO cer-
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